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Welcome to the (soon-to-be) new Roaring Twenties
Hello,
What a rollercoaster ride we've been on since my last new year's newsletter. I hope you and
yours are well, and finding reasons to smile despite the strange and difficult times we're
experiencing.
Since the initial March lockdown, I’ve been sheltering in place in my comfortable bunker
(as I've come to call my home), alone with my dog Shayna. While I had some bad spells
(who didn’t?), I managed to keep a somewhat even keel by choosing to treat the whole
episode as an extended writing retreat. Up until last Wednesday, the words were flowing
rather well, including making a decent dent into the first draft of a new novel Women of
a New Moon.
Throughout my isolation, I have often fantasized about what it will be like once I'm
released. I imagine all of us being freed from fear by vaccinations, so that we can safely
gather with (and hug!) family and friends, dance to live music and mix with strangers in
theaters, restaurants and art gallery openings. As I had written in a previous newsletter:
"I crave the fellowship of artists, writers and all kinds of creative thinkers.... I need them
almost as much as I need air and water and chocolate…. It helps me see beyond my here
and now, and inspires me to reach deeper and wider in my own work."
It's this craving that gave me hope. I was sure that others must feel the same, just as folks
from 100 years ago did when they were freed from the terrors of World War I and the
Spanish flu pandemic. Back then, the sudden release of tensions resulted in creative
thinkers of all kinds exploring new ideas and inspiring each other to develop revolutionary
works that still excite us. The collaborations and competitions, the innovations and
creative wild abandon that shook the art world was the most lasting effect of the 1920s.
Certainly, I decided, the same would have to be true at the other end of this Covid-19
tunnel. So, last Monday, on January 4th, I wrote a rather optimistic essayWelcome to the
(soon-to-be) Roaring Twenties.
Two days later, our world turned upside down when domestic terrorists attacked the heart
of our democracy. Beyond the devastation we all felt and are continuing to feel, I began to
question the current relevance of my seemingly pollyannish dreams in the face of such
staggering events.
It took an email fromDavid Zarko, the playwright, to remind me that these are the times
that we most need the arts. David is creating a play based on my husband Daniel Grotta’s
novella Honor. Unfortunately, the project has been stalled for a while. But as David wrote
to me:
“The themes of honor, duty, regard for others, and kindness that the story promotes are
what is needed right now.” Then, he added, “A good, resonant, truthful story has
enormous power, more power than the demagogue or would-be autocrat. We are
storytellers. Let's get back to work.”
Of course, David is right. Now more than ever, we need the arts, not just to help lift our
spirits, but to inspire creative thinking in all aspects of our lives, and to stand as examples
of what human beings should be and can achieve. And we can’t wait until we can safely
gather in the same room; the new Roaring Twenties need to start now. Let our
brainstorming and mutual inspirations set us off into new directions, to develop
innovations not only in the arts, but also in business, manufacturing, education, and
maybe even in government. What the innovations will be, I have no idea, but that’s the
point of creative synthesis. And that’s why these twenties will roar.
What innovations do you think will develop in the next few years? How do you think the
arts will help us achieve them?
I'll look forward to hearing from you,
and in the meantime, please take care,

Sally

P.S. Please feel free to share this newsletter with others.
In the boxes below are links to recent essays:
Welcome to the (soon-to-be) Roaring Twenties
Aftermath: Reflections on the Jan. 6th invasion of our Capitol
Plus links to:
A video of my first reading from my new novelWomen of a New Moon
Berry Picking, a poem
Three recent anthologies that include my short stories
Downloads of excerpts of my novels

Welcome to the (soon-to-be)
Roaring Twenties
The artistic revolutions of the 1920s
grew out of the First World War & the
last worldwide pandemic. When we're
finally released from our Covid
isolation, I expect we'll experience a
similar explosion of new ideas and
forms in all the arts. Here's how and
why. (Read more)

Interested in writing a guest blog on my website?
Please read these guidelines before querying.

Aftermath: Reflections on the Jan.
6th invasion of our Capitol
In the aftermath of the invasion of the U.S.
Capitol by domestic terrorists sporting Nazi
tattoos and wearing hate-emblazoned t-shirts, I
explored a bit of my personal history and fears,
while using the process of writing to try to
understand the ancient roots of hate and find a
path out of the morass.

Sally's Reading of Women of a New Moon

Please click the buttons below to read about what I'm doing these
days.
Writing

Speaking

Contact Me

Visit My Website

Berry Picking, a poem
Grey clouds heavy with snow
Hover close to the earth,
Extinguishing the sun.
Yet the air is sweet and crisp,

While my annual January newsletter poem
is usually related to the new year, this one
is about memories of a childhood summer.
I needed the smile when I wrote it. I hope
smiles are contagious.

Fertile with sensations
Of the ever-present now
And memories of never again...
Please click here to read Berry Picking

Sally's Stories in 3 Anthologies
Please click the book covers to learn more

Includes a real life story
about my most memorable
meal -- in the Amazon
Jungle

Includes a reprint of "One
Widow's Healing" which
received a 2019 Health
Odyssey Award

Includes "The Truth Within"
about Beatle George
Harrison's decision to teach
transcendental meditation
to Pres. Richard Nixon

Read excerpts of my novels... then buy them

Read an Excerpt

Read an Excerpt

Buy Jo Joe in hardcover, paperback or
eBook at all bookstores, including Amazon,
Apple iBookstore, Barnes & Noble, or
an independent bookstore near you

Buy The Winter Boy in hardcover,
paperback or eBook at all bookstores,
including Amazon, Apple iBookstore,
Barnes & Noble, or an independent
bookstore near you.

Please share this newsletter on your social networks







Are you looking for a Speaker for a Meeting, Workshop, Keynote or
Fundraiser? Let's talk about how I might help you achieve your goals ~
virtually for now, and hopefully soon in person.
Thank you.
Sally Wiener Grotta
Connect with Sally on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn







Click here if you're looking for Daniel Grotta

